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Welcome to the Sixth Form at County Upper School – 2010 entry 

 

 

We are delighted to introduce this prospectus for students and parents interested in 

sixth form courses at County Upper School. 

 

The decision to take up sixth form study is one that requires careful and serious 

thought, and we hope this prospectus will provide you with much of the 

information you require at this important time.  

 

The sixth form offers a range of exciting courses and experiences. Our students 

have an impressive history of taking the opportunities offered here to gain 

excellent results. The vast majority make a successful transition to higher 

education or employment, and contribute a great deal to school life along the way. 

 

Our sixth formers study in a friendly, work orientated environment where great 

importance is attached to independent learning.  They are supported by positive 

relations between staff and students. The sixth form tutor team regularly monitors 

the progress of each student, overseeing their personal development and preparing 

them for the next stage of their lives, whether that is university, college or 

employment. 

 

Commitment and motivation are two essential criteria for academic success.  All 

prospective students must be clear that the volume of work undertaken in lesson 

time must be matched by the same amount of study outside of the classroom. We 

believe it is vital that students balance their school and outside commitments at an 

early stage so that their progress is not adversely affected. 

 

We hope that you find the information in the prospectus useful, but please feel free 

to approach us for further clarification if required. Good luck in your forthcoming 

examinations and we look forward to seeing you soon.   

 

        

 

 

Mr P Fisher      Mrs A Rossi 
Head of Sixth Form          Curriculum Co-ordinator 
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Our Head Students write ……………………. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you all to County Upper Sixth Form. 

 

It is true that sixth form is stereotyped as being different to compulsory education and at County 

this is certainly the case. Of course, there is work to be done but the atmosphere here really is 

something to look forward to. There are fantastic opportunities to combine academic, sporting 

and social activities and therefore plenty of chances to “play” as well as work hard. 

 

Parties in the town are regularly organised by the social secretaries and are always worth a visit 

and participation and leadership in school clubs also provides valuable time away from study. 

Being the oldest members of County Upper, there are also chances to take on academic roles, 

such as student officers or helping with lower school classes. 

 

One of the highlights of the year for the sixth form is organising and taking part in the school‟s 

charity week. This gives us the opportunity to make a difference in the wider world whilst 

having a great time. The sixth form revue, at the end of the autumn term, always stands out and 

showcases some of the finest talent and humour in our sixth form. There really is something for 

everyone! 

Although juggling work, commitment and responsibility can at times prove testing; Mr Fisher 

and Mrs Rossi are always there to help. Take part in as much or as little as you like, but try to 

make the most of it as some of the opportunities here will be hard to find anywhere else. 

 

Rest assured, County Upper Sixth form is so much more than just a place of work. There is a real 

sense of community here and we are yet to come across anybody who hasn‟t enjoyed their time 

here. Whether you have been at County for three years already or are joining us from another 

school, you will certainly be welcomed into (what is) a fantastic place to further your education.  

  

 
 

Jonathan Soman             Laura Anders           Sam Rayner             Megan Baxter 

September 2009 
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The Sixth Form at County Upper School 
County Upper School Sixth Form welcomes all students who share our aim of enhancing 

academic and personal achievement. We endeavour to support students in pursuing their chosen 

courses of study and provide a framework to ensure that they achieve success. At every stage of 

this important process of decision making we are willing to assist by answering students‟ 

questions and clarifying areas of uncertainty.  

 

To achieve this ALL students follow individual programmes containing: 

¶ An induction programme, which commences in year 11; options in the broadest sense will be 

explained and students advised and prepared for the next stage of education or training. 

¶ Tutorial and careers guidance in which individual needs are regularly reviewed by teaching, 

pastoral and careers staff and specific targets are set. 

¶ A course or combination of courses leading to nationally recognised qualifications 

appropriate to progression to higher education, further training or work. 

¶ A regular process of assessment and monitoring which is the basis of progress reports, 

discussions with tutors, target setting and discussions with parents.  

¶ A range of additional studies and activities aimed at extending studentsô experience and 
personal development. 

As students begin a time of voluntary education, our aim is to provide a caring, informative and 

structured environment in which they can succeed and mature. It is the task of students to 

develop increasing responsibility for their own learning and for the organisation of their study. 

Students commencing a programme of study in Year 12 will be given further guidance as to 

options for Year 13.  Students are able to make further choices which may include continuing 

study to A2 level, studying a mixture of AS and A2 level subjects, leaving for employment, 

employment with training and a wide range of options discussed with individual students. 

Students need to be aware that successful completion of the Year 12 programme, which includes 

making academic progress, attending registration and tutorial sessions and making a positive 

contribution to the life of the school, is a requirement for progression to A2.  In order to be 

successful at A2 students will normally need to achieve above the minimum AS pass grade in at 

least four AS subjects. 

The Sixth Form Curriculum 

Most of the courses offered in this prospectus lead to the General Certificate in Education at 

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level following one year of study and Advanced level following two 
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years of study (A2). In addition there are details of a one year, in-house programme SEEE (Sixth 

formers Exploring Education and Employment) which includes other qualifications.  Students 

intending to commence the AS programme must make themselves familiar with the subject 

specific entry requirements BEFORE selecting subjects.  Normally at least a grade B at GCSE is 

required in a subject (or closely related subject) to be attempted at AS. 

¶ From September 2009 most GCE A levels will consist of 4 units although some will still 

consist of 6 units. Some applied subjects are able to offer a double award which is two 

GCE A levels consisting of a total of 12 units 

¶ GCE A levels consist of two distinct parts, each made up of two or three units. The first 

two or three units together make up the AS (Advanced Subsidiary) qualification which 

can be taken at the end of one year of study.  This is a recognised qualification in its own 

right and a separate AS grade is awarded. The second group of two or three units 

completes the full A level. This section is often referred to as the A2 and is followed in 

the second year of study. 

¶ The AS and A2 together decide the final A level grade.  

¶ Students begin studying for AS qualifications at the beginning of Year 12 but can also 

choose to begin another AS when they enter Year 13. The second year of study 

commences in the June of year 12 straight after the AS examinations in May. 

¶ All GCE qualifications are graded A* to E and U for a result which is ungraded. All 

grades from A* to E are pass grades. All grades count for a specified number of UCAS 

points on which higher education entry is based.  The A* grade is being introduced for 

the full A level from 2009. 

 

The Courses and Entry Requirements 
Our entry requirements are based on our experience and ongoing research of the link between 

GCSE and AS/A2 success. We believe it is vital that students are enrolled on courses in which 

they have the potential to ultimately achieve success.  This requires more than academic ability. 

Students must be willing to commit time and personal effort to their study and work with 

independence and self-motivation. 

 

Students who wish to study GCE Advanced level courses are required to have passed at least five 

GCSE or equivalent level two courses at grades C-A* together with at least grade B in the 

subjects they wish to study for AS. Most students attempting AS courses will have more than 

this minimum. All AS students are required to study four subjects in year 12 with many students 

taking five. The number of subjects studied at A2 depends on success at AS. However students 

are generally required to study a minimum of three subjects at A2. 

Students are encouraged to seek advice about their option choices.  They should explore possible 

HE requirements, employer preferences and make informed choices.  As well as information 

from staff in school, parents, guardians and personal research, our Connexions service is 
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available both in school and from their offices in the town.  A great deal of information is 

available on line with links from the sixth form webpage. 

¶ Students must have at least a grade B at GCSE in any subject they wish to study. There is an 

additional requirement for some subjects.  For subjects that are new to students, a grade B in a 

closely related subject is normally required. 

¶ For modern languages and mathematics, students must have followed the higher level 

GCSE course.  (If in doubt, please check with the head of department.) 

¶ The requirements for A level physics, biology and chemistry are slightly different. To 

study these subjects students must have a double A award in GCSE science or an A in 

the relevant science subject(s) from the triple award course.  They must also have at 

least grade B in mathematics. Students must select at least two science subjects, or a 

single science subject plus mathematics, as part of their programme. 

¶ The one year SEEE programme is designed for students who are uncertain as to which route 

to take at the end of year 11. It will allow students to experience a range of options and 

include courses and qualifications to enhance academic achievements, college vocational 

study and work based training. Students will be given other opportunities to enhance their 

personal skillsô profile. This course is designed to be flexible and meet the needs of those 

students who wish to maintain strong links with school but who do not necessarily wish to 

undertake a purely academic programme. To enrol on this programme students will need to 

have obtained between three and five C grades at GCSE with D grades in the majority of 

other subjects.  

¶ Students intending to follow an AS programme for one year only after which they intend to 

leave need to discuss this carefully in advance with the sixth form team. 

If you are uncertain about entry requirements please discuss this with the sixth form tutor 

team. 

County Upper School - St Benedictôs Upper School Links 

As the sixth form in both schools is growing so too are the links between us. This gives both 

schools the opportunity to offer an increasing range of courses and options. Increasing numbers 

of students move from one site to another for their courses. The vast majority of courses include 

students from both sixth forms. We find that whilst students may experience an initial 

apprehension about meeting new staff and experiencing different ways of working there are 

many advantages which come from being able to make a completely fresh start and meeting new 

people with different perspectives and outlooks.  

The sixth form teams in both schools have regular contact and try to ensure that students are 

given the best possible support to ensure success. 
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The courses outlined indicate the óhomeô school. There are differences between courses and 

students are advised to look at the outlines of the course content and the teaching styles since 

these may be of crucial significance when selecting a course. 

Towards the back of this brochure you will find the list of courses offered at St. Benedictôs. 

Details of these courses are available from Mrs Rossi.  Although the name of the course may be 

the same as one offered at County Upper School the content and mode of assessment may be 

significantly different. Students need to check courses carefully and if in doubt arrange to speak 

to a member of staff responsible for the course. 

County Upper School – Basketball Academy 

From September 2008, County Upper has run a basketball academy for 15 boys between 16 and 

19.  Members of the academy are full members of the school‟s sixth form and follow a normal 

academic programme. 

 

The students will work every day with the Academy Director, Darren Johnson, who has coached 

at the highest level of professional basketball Europe and College basketball in the United States.  

He has also helped develop players who are currently playing at college in America and 

professionally in Europe and is currently the East of England Boys‟ U17 Head Coach. 

 

For further details see the entry in the course pages. 

EMA ï Educational Maintenance Allowance 

This is a means tested allowance available to sixth form students.  Information and application 

packs are available from school and also online.  All students are encouraged to apply for this 

support, if eligible. 

You could get EMA in 2009-2010 if your annual household income for tax year 2008/2009 is 

less than £30,810. 

www.direct.gov.uk/ema  Telephone no: 0800 121 8989 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/ema
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GCE Courses at County Upper School 
 

The following courses are available to students beginning Sixth Form study in September 2009: 

GCE AS and A Level 

 

Students can choose a programme of up to 5 GCE subjects. The AS is a one year course 

followed by the second year of A2 study which completes the A level. The AS is of an 

appropriate level of difficulty for Year 12 students and the A2 is recognised as progressing on 

from this level.  óASô is a qualification in its own right. 

Applied Business** 

Art and Design 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Critical Thinking 

Design Technology 

Theatre Studies 

English Language and Literature 

English Literature 

Environmental Science 

French 

Further Mathematics 

Geography 

General Studies 

German 

Government and Politics 

Health and Social Care** 

History 

Information Communication     

Technology** 

Japanese 

Mathematics 

Music 

Music Technology 

Philosophy and Ethics 

Physical Education 

Physics 

Sociology 

Travel and Tourism 

Extended Project Qualification 

SEEE* 

One year course  

**  Single or Double Award AS and A2 available 

* SEEE (Sixth formers Exploring Education and Employment) – One year programme.  Please 

ask Miss Holton for further details 

 

Sixth Form Courses offered at St Benedictôs Upper School  

The following list describes the courses that are offered at St Benedict‟s. Many students find that 

by using the full range of courses offered across both schools they are able to select subject 

combinations which would not otherwise be possible. It is important to ask for assistance if there 

is any uncertainty about subject choices or combinations of subject.  Please ask Mrs Rossi for 

current course information 

Applied Science 

Art (Unendorsed) 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Computing  

English Language and 

Literature 

English Literature 

French 

Geography 

History 

Physics 

Music 

Religious Studies 

Spanish 

Sociology 
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How do I make my choice? 
 

There are many different things that you are encouraged to consider. These might include: 

 

¶ Academic ability 

¶ Academic Potential 

¶ Further/ Higher Education plans/ courses 

¶ Future employment 

¶ Personality 

¶ Interests 

¶ Career potential 

¶ Time availability 

¶ Other commitments such as to sport, music or drama. 

¶ Views of other people who know you well. 

¶ Course availability 

¶ Future earning potential 

¶ Subject content 

¶ Preferred learning and assessment styles 

 

When choosing courses try to ensure that you have researched your options carefully. This is 

your responsibility. By now you should be confident in knowing how you work best, what 

motivates you and what you can see yourself spending a significant part of each week thinking 

about. Remember that you need to be sure that the course is right for you. 

Be aware of selecting courses that require significant amounts of course work if you find it 

difficult to meet deadlines. Think carefully about all the options open to you. 

 

People who might be able to help you: 

¶ Parents and other family members who know you well! 

¶ Your form tutor 

¶ Your Guidance tutor 

¶ Your head of year 

¶ The sixth form team 

¶ Subject teachers 

¶ Connexions advisor 

¶ Year 12 students who are studying courses already. 

¶ Work based careers advisors 

¶ www.Future4me.co.uk 

 

Sources of information are widely available but do be selective and check out claims with staff 

here at County Upper!  However, when you apply you will find subjects arranged in five blocks 

called columns.  This will ensure that students are enabled to make a sensible selection of 

academic programme.  NOT ALL COMBINATIONS of subjects will be possible. 

  

http://www.future4me.co.uk/
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Registration and Application Process 

As you enter post 16 education a number of different options are available to you.  We are here 

to help you to decide what is best for you.  Everyone is different and the choices you make are 

unique to you. 

On Thursday 19
th

 November 2009 there will be an information and consultation evening at the 

school. You and your parents will be able to hear general information about the Sixth Form and 

talk to teaching staff about the courses. 

Later in November you will be invited to an interview with senior staff to discuss your academic 

progress to date and start exploring your future decisions. 

Early in 2010 you will be invited to make your initial provisional decisions. This will enable us 

to help those who are uncertain and importantly allow us to see if there are any potential 

difficulties. 

Throughout the year, Connexions staff are available to discuss your options with you by 

appointment.  In the Spring term, we will ask you to indicate your intentions and register as a 

potential Sixth Former. You will need to complete a registration form.  If you decide not to 

register at this stage we will only make further contact with you if you ask us to.  Students who 

do not register their interest in studying a particular course at this point may not then be able 

to select that course in the future should they change their mind. This is because whilst every 

effort is made to accommodate choice, group sizes and staffing for the coming year are set in 

place.    

In the Summer term, you will be sent an application form via your tutor or, for external 

applicants, to the address you have provided.  This must be returned to us by the deadline given.  

Application forms are also available from the CUS Sixth Form web pages. 

On Tuesday 24
th

 August 2010 you will receive your GCSE results. It is at this point that you 

will know if you have achieved the grades required to be accepted onto the courses you wish to 

study. If you have not, advice will be available and, where necessary, students who have 

registered will be invited to attend an interview with a senior member of staff.    

When you receive your results a letter will be enclosed from the sixth form team either 

confirming your place in the sixth form or inviting you for an interview to discuss options or to 

review your choices.  Parents are welcome to discuss options available.  Remember that the 

subjects offered are put in groups to enable the majority of students to study what they would 

wish to study.  Sometimes this means students can be disappointed. 

Term starts for Year 12 on Thursday 2
nd

 September 2010.  By this time you should have a 

timetable waiting.  There will be further help during the first weeks to enable you to make a good 

start and get organised.  We will watch your progress very carefully during the first term to make 

sure you have made the right choices and are working at the required level. 
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EXTERNAL APPLICANTS 

 

If you are not already a student at County Upper School but would like to be part of this 

process, please contact: Mrs A Rossi, Curriculum Co-ordinator, County Upper School,  

Beetonôs Way,  BURY ST. EDMUNDS, Suffolk. IP32 6RF.   

Email: arossi@countyupper.suffolk.sch.uk; Tel: 01284 754857; Fax: 01284 767313 or visit 

the sixth form page on the schoolôs website: www.countyupper.suffolk.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:arossi@countyupper.suffolk.sch.uk
http://www.countyupper.suffolk.sch.uk/
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SEEE Course 

(Sixth formers Exploring Education and Employment) 
 

This one-year course is under development and therefore the content may change, however 

students interested in this option should register their interest and we will keep them up to date as 

to options and developments.  For further information please contact Miss Holton. 

This course would include options to: 

¶ increase academic qualifications in the core subjects of English Maths and ICT to a level 

2 or develop existing skills. 

¶ select from a number of new level 2 qualifications to be completed within the year. 

¶ spend a proportion of time in West Suffolk College gaining college experience 

¶ work experience of up to one day per week in an area of interest to the student 

¶ gain a qualification which recognises the learning achieved in the work place 

¶ possibly undertake training in Health and Safety, Food hygiene and First aid to gain 

work place qualifications 

¶ gain experience of setting up and running a business under the Young Enterprise scheme 

¶ be supported by a programme of personal skills development to enhance all aspects of 

learning and achievement and work towards units of credit under the ASDAN 

programme at level 2 or 3 

¶ gain the experience which comes with personal study 

¶ provide a foundation to complete a level two diploma in Year 13 

¶ have an opportunity to study a business language qualification. 

As well as the above all students, as members of the sixth form, will have the support of the 

sixth form team. 

The course has the following proposed structure: 

 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Work Experience 

with 

accreditation 

through the 

ASDAN 

programme 

College 

Experience with 

unique course 

Tutorial Support 

to include access 

to qualifications 

in English and 

communication 

ICT, Maths and  

Number work 

To ensure 

completion of 

GCSE to grade C 

or above 

COPE 

(Certificate in 

Personal 

Effectiveness) 

Level 2/3. 

Work place 

qualifications 

such as basic 

certificate in 

Food Handling, 

Certificate in 

Health and 

Safety at Work, 

First Aid, 

Community 

Sports Leader 

Award 

Academic study 

of various 

subjects. 

Eg. Language for 

Business 

(Italian) 
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CUS GCE Applied Business   

AQA 8611 8616 8619 

Further Education/Careers Outcomes 

Applied business at advanced level is highly regarded by Universities and Employers alike. On 

completion of the course, aspects of Business can be studied at University: E.g. Finance and 

Management, Marketing etc. as a single subject and/or alongside other subjects. Some students 

may wish to use this qualification to go directly into employment e.g. banking; accountancy. 

 

The Business Studies Department Offers: 

¶ A 1 year AS course of 3 Units 

¶ A 2 year Advanced Course of 6 units (single award) 

¶ A 2 year Advanced Course of 12 units (double award) 

¶ Entry to these courses require students to have a minimum of grade B in English and 

minimum of grade C in Mathematics. Students do not necessarily need to have studied 

GCSE Business Studies.  

Course content 

 

¶ AS students will study 3 units: 2 portfolios and 1 Externally assessed examination to give 

a single AS grade. 

¶ Single award students will study six units. 4 portfolios and 2 Externally assessed 

examinations. This results in a single grade at A level. 

¶ Double award students will study 12 units: 8 portfolios and 4 Externally assessed 

examinations resulting in 2 grades at Advanced level. 

 

This new course covers a broad range of topics relating to the business world. (see below). It 

provides students with the knowledge and understanding of: 

The practices and techniques used within marketing, finance, operations management, human 

resources management and the links between them, 

The process of setting up an enterprise 

The relationship between the business and the changing external environment. 

Social and ethical issues in business. 

 

Teaching and Learning Styles 

An extensive range of teaching and learning styles is used throughout with an emphasis on a 

student-centred approach. Teaching strategies include: the use of  IT; role  play; debates; case 

studies; visits from guest speakers; links with visits to local businesses; videos; web-sites; 

independent research from published materials and texts –enhanced by formal teaching and note 

taking.  

For units please see over leaf. 
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Assessment 

* = 1 A level Grade 

 

 Single Award* Double Award 

(Includes* units) 

Year 12 AS Unit 1 Investigating 

Business 

(Portfolio) 

Unit 6 Product 

Development 

(Portfolio) 

Unit 2 Human 

Resources 

(portfolio) 

Unit 4 Meeting 

Customers 

Needs(Exam 

June) 

Unit 3 Finance (Exam 

June) 

Unit 7  Career Planning 

(Portfolio) 

Year 13 

A2 

Unit 8 Business 

Planning 

(Portfolio) 

Unit 10 Promotional 

Activities 

(Portfolio) 

Unit 12 Management 

(Exam – Jan of 

Year 13) 

Unit 14 Managing 

Change 

(Portfolio) 

Unit 9 Marketing 

Strategies 

(Portfolio) 

Unit 11 The marketing 

Environment 

Exam – Jan of 

year 13) 
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CUS GCE AS and A level Art and Design  

Edexcel 8030 9030 
Further educational or potential career outcomes 
An A Level in Art and Design can provide a basic grounding for a foundation course at college which can 

lead to a degree in many different disciplines e.g. interior design, jewellery design, product design, 

textiles, sculpture, printmaking, furniture, fashion etc. The qualification can also combine with other 

subjects to provide a student with the necessary requirements for courses at university such as 

architecture, car design, structural engineering, art therapy, environmental development and landscape 

design. 

Course content 
The course aims to: 

¶ Further develop in candidates an understanding of the nature of visual thinking and its appropriate 

language and to develop the capacity for creative thought and action whereby the candidate is able to 

innovate, initiate and make effective personal responses. 

¶ Develop an awareness of the relationship between intuitive value judgements and those derived from 

cognitive and analytical processes. 

¶ Continue encouraging experience in the use of materials, their limits and the effect that this might 

have on the nature of visual imagery. 

¶ Provide the experience by which candidates discover where their talents and interests lie. 

¶ Enable candidates to relate their own work to that of other artists and designers. 

¶ Develop an understanding of the holistic nature of Art and Design activity. 

¶ Increase understanding of cultural change and the importance of Art and Design in a multicultural 

society. 

Teaching and learning styles 

¶ The course will include „Process and Procedures‟. 

¶ Project based thematic enquiry and response. 

¶ Sequential development, which aims at an accumulation of specific skills. Knowledge and 

understanding over a fixed period of time. 

¶ Expressive response. 

¶ Structured discussion, critical appraisal and analysis. 

¶ Designing. 

¶ Visual research, analysis, observation and recording. 

 
Unit  %AS %A 

1 AS Personal Portfolio 60 30 

2 AS Externally set assignment.  (Work journal and preparatory 

work prior to an 8 hour examination  

40 20 

3 A2 Personal Portfolio with a practical and written element  30 

4 A2 Externally set assignment.  (Work journal and preparatory 

work prior to a 12 hour examination 

 20 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level Biology 
 

AQA  1411  2411 

 
Further educational or potential career outcomes 

As a science qualification, students passing this subject will be considered favourably in many 

unrelated careers. In addition to this biology provides a sound basis for higher education where 

it can lead to medicine, veterinary science, dentistry, teaching and an increasingly wide variety 

of science degrees such as biochemistry, micro-biology, pathology, forensic science, 

immunology, plant biology, environmental science and marine biology. 

 

Course content 

 

The course is a combination of animal, plant and cell biology. Four units are taught over two 

years and there are separate investigative and practical skills units in years 12 and 13. The course 

aims to develop students‟ knowledge and understanding of the key concepts of biology. During 

the course students develop an understanding of scientific methods and become aware of 

advances in technology relevant to biology; they are also encouraged to recognise the value and 

responsible use of biology in society. The areas studied include: the digestive, circulatory and 

gas exchange systems of mammals and how they can be affected by disease; biochemistry; 

ecosystems; inheritance and the nervous system. 
 

Teaching and learning styles 

 

The course has a substantial theoretical element that requires formal teaching to support the 

development and understanding of difficult biological concepts. Discussions, practical work, 

student presentations and research tasks feature frequently in lessons. Tests will be set regularly 

to monitor progress and to develop examination technique. 

 

Assessment 
Unit Examination % AS %A2 

AS 1 Biology and disease Short answer questions plus 2 longer 

questions, a short comprehension and 

a short structured essay 

1¼ hours 

June of year 12 

33.33 16.67 

AS 2 The variety of living 

organisms 

Short answer questions plus 2 longer 

questions assessing data handling, 

analysis and evaluative skills 

1¾ hours 

June of year 12 

46.67 23.33 

AS 3 Investigative and 

practical skills in AS 

Biology 

Practical skills assessment 

Investigative skills assignment 

Centre assessed 

tasks 

20 10 

A2 4 Populations and 

environment 

Short answer questions plus 2 longer 

questions, a short comprehension and 

a short structured essay 

1½ hours 

June of year 13 

 16.67 

A2 5 Control in cells and in 

organisms 

Short answer questions, a data 

handling question and a synoptic 

essay 

2¼ hours 

June of year 13 

 23.33 

A2 6 Investigative and 

practical skills in A2 

Biology  

Practical skills assessment 

Investigative skills assignment 

Centre assessed 

tasks 

 10 



 14 

CUS GCE AS and A Level Chemistry 
OCR Chemistry B (Salters)  H035 H435 
 

Higher education or potential career outcomes 

Throughout the course, students are introduced to the ideas of chemistry and their application to a 

variety of contexts, both everyday and more specialised.  It is an excellent foundation for further study of 

chemistry, medicine (and related subjects such as pharmacy and pharmacology) or other sciences. In 

addition, the problem solving and analytical skills developed throughout the course are widely valued by 

employers and other degree subjects. 

 

Course content 

The course covers the same requirements as any other advanced level chemistry course.  However, unlike 

most other courses the content is approached by looking at applications and aspects of chemistry from 

everyday life.  The course is divided into small teaching modules, each focusing on one main aspect of 

chemistry, but within which many different chemical ideas are required.  For example, the module 

óDeveloping Fuelsô looks at the contribution chemists make to the development of new and improved 

fuels, but to understand the module students need to learn ideas about thermochemistry, alkanes, 

structural isomers, entropy and catalysts.  The other modules studied are given in the table below. 

 

Teaching and learning styles 

Students study the chemistry in a spiral way so that chemical ideas, introduced in an early topic, are 

reinforced later. This ódrip feedô approach allows students to revisit a particular topic several times during 

the course, each time taking their knowledge and understanding a step further.  A range of activities to 

support the learning of chemical concepts are used throughout the course including: practical work, 

demonstrations, formal teaching, question and answer sessions, ICT work, molecular modelling and 

group presentations.  Problems and tests are set regularly to develop examination technique. 

 

Assessment 

Unit Title and Description Assessment %AS %A2 

AS Units 

Chemistry for Life 

o Elements of Life 

o Developing Fuels 

1 hour 15 min 

written exam 
30 15 

Chemistry of Natural Resources 

o Elements from the Sea 

o The Atmosphere 

o The Polymer Revolution 

1 hour 45 min      

written exam  
50 25 

Chemistry in Practice 

o Practical assessment in 5 skill areas: 

Á Competence, 

Á Measurement, 

Á Analysis and Evaluation, 

Á Observation, 

Á Interpretation. 

Internally 

assessed through 

a series of 

practical tasks 

20 10 

A2 Units 

Chemistry of Materials 

o Whatôs in a Medicine? 

o The Materials Revolution 

o The Thread of Life 

o The Steel Story 

1 hour 30 min 

written exam 
- 15 



 15 

Chemistry by Design 

o Agriculture and Industry 

o Colour by Design 

o The Oceans 

o Medicines by Design 

2 hour 

written exam 
- 20 

Chemistry Individual Investigation 

o Candidates work on a chemical investigation of 

their choice. 

o Typically involving 4 weeks practical work. 

Internally 

assessed 

investigation 

- 15 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level Drama and Theatre Studies 

 
Edexcel  8DR01  9DR01 
 

Further educational or potential career outcomes  

Theatre studies is accepted by universities and colleges as of the same value as other subjects 

such as English and Media Studies. It is particularly valuable for anyone interested in taking up 

further studies or a career in any aspect of the theatre and other performance media. 

Course content 

 

Students require a grade B in English or Drama before embarking on this course. 

This course emphasises drama and theatre studies as a practical, intellectual and artistic subject. 

The main focus is on working with plays, the exact titles to be selected later. Plays are studied 

from the point of view of a director, designer, performer and critic. 

Teaching and learning styles 

 

Much of the work is practical however, discussion, research, extended writing and textual 

analysis are also key aspects of the course.  Students must attend at least three public theatre 

performances. 

 

Assessment 

 

Unit   % AS % A 

1     AS EXPLORATION OF DRAMA AND THEATRE:  

practical study of 2 plays, 3000 word exploration notes, 

1000 word evaluation of live theatre.  Internally assessed 

40 20 

2 AS THEATRE TEXT IN PERFORMANCE:  Performance of 

a monologue / duologue and group performance of a 

published play.  Externally assessed 

60 30 

3 A EXPLORATION OF DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE: 

devise original piece of drama plus 3500 word Supporting 

Written Evidence Document.  Internally assessed 

40 20 

4 A THEATRE TEXT IN CONTEXT:  2 ½ hour written exam 

focusing on 1 set text and review of live theatre 

performance. 

60 30 
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 GCE AS and A Level English Language and Literature  

AQA 1726 2726 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

English language and literature is accepted as valuable preparation for arts and humanities 

courses in both further and higher education and is widely accepted in the vocational sphere. 

Course content 

The course offers the opportunity for the combined study of language and literature. It includes 

an introduction to language and literature through the study of a small anthology and then moves 

onto a close study of a range of literary texts. The course also includes production of students‟ 

own texts and analysis of how language has changed through a study of literature, and 

investigation of critical approaches. Students require at least a grade „B‟ in both GCSE English 

and GCSE English Literature to study this course. 

Teaching and learning styles 

Part of the language component is very practical in that students produce their own texts. There 

are informal and formal seminars, sometimes student led and prepared. A variety of assignments 

are submitted ranging from essays to scripts and newspaper articles. 

Assessment 

Unit   %AS %A 

1  AS Written examination: 

Introduction to language 

and literature study. 

(anthology) 

1½ hours taken in Year 12 60 30 

2 AS Coursework unit: 

Themes in Language and 

Literature 

Submitted 40 20 

3 

 

 

A2 Written examination: 

Talk in Life and Literature 

2 hours taken in Year 13  30 

4 

 

 

A2 Coursework: 

Text transformation 

Submitted  20 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level English Literature  

OCR 382 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

English Literature A Level is accepted as a valuable preparation for arts and humanities courses 

in further and higher education, and is widely accepted in the vocational sphere. 

Course content 

At AS level six texts are studied: a poetry text, a prose text and a complementary literary critical 

text supporting the novel.  These texts are externally assessed.  The remaining three texts 

constitute Coursework which is internally assessed. To complete the A level a further six texts 

are studied: a Shakespeare play and a comparative study of two texts which are externally 

assessed in June, then a comparative analysis of three texts in the form of an extended, individual 

essay of 3,000 words. 

Students are taught to respond with understanding to literary texts and their contexts, to compare 

texts and explore writers‟ choices of form, structure and language; they are encouraged to study a 

variety of interpretations of texts and to form their own independent judgments. Students will 

require at least a grade „B‟ in both GCSE English and English literature before commencing this 

course. 

Teaching and learning styles 

The lessons include formal and informal seminars, some of which are prepared and led by 

students. A variety of assignments are submitted ranging from essays to set design. 

Assessment 

Unit   %AS %A 

 

1 

 

AS 
 

Written examination: 2 hours taken in June of Year 12 

 

60 

 

30 

 
 

2 

 

AS 
 

Coursework based on three post-1900 texts.  An 

extended essay of 3,000 words. 
 

 

40 

 

20 

 

3 

 

A2 

 

Written examination: 2 hours taken in June of Year 13 

 

  

30 

 

4 

 

A2 

 

Coursework based on three texts. An extended essay of 

3,000 words. 

 

 

 

20 
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CUS GCE AS and A2 Environmental Studies 
 

AQA  1441  2441 
 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

Environmental Studies provides a sound foundation for higher education where it can lead to 

many areas within earth and environmental science, including environmental management, 

geosciences and ecology. It is a course which complements biology and areas of geography. 

 

Course content 

The Environmental Studies specification enables students to gain a deep and well informed 

insight into the environment, and the scientific processes that control and affect it. The central 

theme is the development of an understanding of how different events and cycles within the 

environment interrelate, how they influence subsequent environmental events, human impacts on 

these events and cycles, and the strategies that can be used to minimise the problems caused. Key 

aspects within the specification include areas such as „Wildlife Conservation‟, „Pollution‟, 

„Global Climate Change‟ and „Sustainability‟. 
  
Teaching and learning styles 

The core scientific concepts and principles will be delivered through formal teaching styles to 

support students‟ development and understanding. However, students will also be expected to 

research and present information on a regular basis. Discussions on ethical and global policy 

issues regarding the environment will be undertaken and theory will explored by practical work 

and field trips. Tests will be set regularly to monitor progress and develop exam technique. 

 

Assessment 

Unit Examination % AS % A2 
AS 1 The Living 

Environment 

5 short answer questions and 1 

structured question 

 

1 hour 

Jan of year 12 

40 20 

AS 2 The Physical 

Environment 

8 short answer questions and 1 

structured question including extended 

prose 

1½ hours 

June of year 12 

60 30 

A2 3 Energy Resources and 

Environmental 

Pollution 

7 compulsory short 

answer/structured/comprehension 

questions and 1 essay from a choice of 

three titles 

Includes synoptic assessment 

1½ hours 

June of year 13  

 25 

A2 4 Biological Resources 

and Sustainability 

5 compulsory short 

answer/structured/comprehension 

questions, 1 compulsory data analysis 

question and 1 essay from a choice of 

three titles 

Includes synoptic assessment 

2 hours 

June of year 13 

 25 

 

There is no assessed coursework for this subject however practical skills will be assessed within 

the four units. 
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CUSGCE AS and A Level French 
 

OCR  H075 and H475 
 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

 

The study of French can be an end in itself, but can also be allied with a wide range of other 

subjects from English to Engineering.  The European Union means that a knowledge of French 

is becoming increasingly important across a number of careers. 

 

 

Course Content 

 

Before commencing this course, students are required to have completed a full higher level 

course and taken higher level examinations in the areas of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing at GCSE. 

 

The course aims to enable students to understand spoken and written forms of French and to 

communicate effectively through the spoken and written word.  In-depth study of grammar, 

acquisition of advanced vocabulary and a wide range of native French expression are an essential 

part of the course.  Authentic French materials are used as a vehicle for studying topics such as 

the environment, the media, immigration and racism and current developments in France. 

 

 

Teaching and learning styles 

 

Teaching is done in small groups and there is one conversation lesson per week with the French 

Assistant.  Lessons and tasks undertaken by students take many different forms – grammatical 

studies, class discussions, reading of French texts, essay writing, listening to audio files, 

watching DVDs, research on the internet, etc.  Students are expected to take every opportunity in 

lessons to respond, question, contribute and, of course, practise their French in the process. 

 

Assessment 

 

Unit  Title Length %AS %A 

1 AS Speaking 15 mins 30 15 

2 AS Listening, Reading and 

Writing 1 

2 hour 15 

mins 

70 35 

3 A Speaking  15 mins - 15 

4 A Listening, Reading and 

Writing 2 

2 hours 30 

mins 

- 35 

 

Units 1 and 2 will be taken at the end of Year 12.  Units 3 and 4 will be taken at the end of Year 

13 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level Further Mathematics  

OCR(MEI) 

 

Further educational or potential career outcomes. 

Further mathematics is essentially for those students who are going to study 

mathematics at degree level but it is also helpful for anyone whose degree will 

have a large mathematics content, for example engineering and physics. 

 

 

Course content 

As in the A level course the content of further mathematics consists of core and applied 

units. 

The core units entitled further concepts for advanced mathematics form the basis of the 

studies at this level.  Two of these units are required for certification at A level namely 

(FP1 and FP2).  Studies include matrices, complex numbers, graphs and proof by 

induction.   

Four applied units are then required, subject to the fact that at least two units must be A2 

standard, and hence will have already been studied at AS level. 

 

Teaching and learning styles. 

This is similar to A level mathematics with exposition by the teacher, note taking and lots 

of worked exercises enabling techniques to be learnt.  Understanding is developed 

through class discussion, investigations, practical work, group work, use of IT and 

coursework. 

A graphical calculator is essential at this level. 

Opportunities may arise for supported self-study and pupils are encouraged to explore 

mathematical texts. 

 

Assessment  

Unit    Time Exam AS % A % 

FP 1 AS C1 Calculator Exam 1hour 30 mins Jan Yr 12 33⅓ 16⅔ 

FP 2 A2 C2 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 13  16⅔ 

Mechanics AS M1 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 12 33⅓ 16⅔ 

Mechanics  A2 M2 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jan Yr 13  16⅔ 

Decision  A2 D2 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 13  16⅔ 

Numerical 

Methods 

AS NM Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 12 33⅓ 

16⅔ 

    Coursework   

Statistics  A2 S2 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins    

 

 

 Pupils are not advised to certificate for AS Further Mathematics before certificating for 

A level mathematics. 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level Geography 
 

AQA 1031 2031 
 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

Due to the broad nature of geography and the wide range of skills it involves it is highly regarded by 

universities and employers alike.  Geography can be studied at university as an arts or science subject 

allowing a wide choice of careers such as: planning, environmental management, surveying, landscape 

architecture, tourism, ecology, teaching, conservation, cartography  

etc. 

 

Course Content 

Students who wish to study Geography require a grade óBô in geography GCSE.  Any student who has not 

previously studied Geography will need to consult the head of department. 

 

This interesting new course covers a wide range of topics from both human and physical geography.  The 

course involves the study of core geographical concepts along with contrasting themes of contemporary 

or environmental impact, management and sustainability.  Students complete the course with a greater 

understanding of the world around them, equipped with a wide spectrum of skills such as computer 

literacy, investigative and research skills, communication and numeracy.  The topics and issues studied 

are likely to include: rivers, floods and management, population change, coastal environments, energy 

issues, plate tectonics, cities and weather and climate.   

 

Teaching and learning styles 

A wide range of teaching and learning styles is employed.  These include the use of I.T, individual and 

group presentations, role-play, independent research from a wide range of sources, note taking and formal 

teaching.  In addition students will take part in fieldwork based on the topics covered in class.  In the past 

geography expeditions have been organised to Kenya and Pompeii in Italy.  Students also undertake their 

own geographical fieldwork investigation which is then used as the source of information for the unit 4 

exam. 

 

Assessment 

 

 
 

 

 

Unit    %AS %A 

1 AS Written exam based on physical and human 

geography 

2 hours taken in June 

of Year 12 

70 35 

2 AS Geography skills paper based on human and 

physical geography 

1 hour taken in June 

of Year 12 

30 15 

3 A2 Questions and essay on contemporary 

geographical issues 

2 ½ hours taken in 

June of Year 13 

 30 

4 A2 Structured questions based on fieldwork 1 ½ hours taken in 

June of Year 13 

 20 
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CUSGCE AS and A Level German 
 

OCR  H076 and H476 
 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

 

The study of German can be an end in itself, but can also be allied with a wide range of other 

subjects from History to Chemical Engineering.  The European Union means that a knowledge 

of German is becoming increasingly important across a number of careers. 

 

Course Content 

 

To embark upon this course, students are required to have completed a full higher level course 

and taken higher level examinations in the areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing at 

GCSE. 

 

The course aims to enable students to understand spoken and written forms of German and to 

communicate effectively through the spoken and written word.  In-depth study of grammar, 

acquisition of advanced vocabulary and a wide range of native German expression are an 

essential part of the course.  Authentic German materials are used as a vehicle for studying topics 

such as the environment, the media, immigration and racism and current developments in 

Germany. 

 

Teaching and learning styles 

 

Teaching is done in small groups and there is one conversation lesson per week with the German 

Assistant.  Lessons and tasks undertaken by students take many different forms – grammatical 

studies, class discussions, reading of German texts, essay writing, listening to audio files, 

watching DVDs, research on the internet, etc.  Students are expected to take every opportunity in 

lessons to respond, question, contribute and, of course, practise their German in the process. 

 

Assessment 

 

Unit  Title Length %AS %A 

1 AS Speaking 15 mins 30 15 

2 AS Listening, Reading and 

Writing 1 

2 hour 15 

mins 

70 35 

3 A Speaking  15 mins - 15 

4 A Listening, Reading and 

Writing 2 

2 hours 30 

mins 

- 35 

 

Units 1 and 2 will be taken at the end of Year 12.  Units 3 and 4 will be taken at the end of Year 

13 



 24 

 

CUS GCE AS and A Level Government and Politics  

Edexcel 8GP01 9GP01 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

Government and politics combines well with a range of social science and humanities subjects to 

lead to university courses in such areas as business, economics, law, media philosophy and, of 

course, politics. Careers in banking, insurance, the Civil Service, marketing and journalism are 

also possibilities. 

Course content 

You do not need to have studied government and politics at GCSE in order to take this subject at 

AS or A level. However you require at least grade „B‟ in GCSE English to study this course. It is 

also important that you should have a lively and enquiring mind, an interest in politics and 

current affairs, a desire to explore new ideas and an ability to communicate your opinions 

effectively. We will study recent elections, the power of Parliament and the Prime Minister and 

the role of Britain in Europe amongst many other topics. 

Teaching and learning styles  

This subject never stands still as it responds to rapidly changing news and current affairs. 

Students make notes from textbooks, write essays and take part in discussion and debate. 

Research on the Internet is undertaken and newspapers and current TV programmes are regularly 

used. There will be a trip to Parliament and there may be the opportunity to attend conferences to 

hear  top politicians  speak. 

Assessment 

AS A2 

Unit 1: People and Politics 
Exam, lasting 1 hour 20 minutes. 

This will count as 50% of the total AS marks 

and 25% of the total A level marks. 

This written paper requires candidates to 

answer two three-part questions from a choice 

of four. 

Unit 3: UK Political Issues 
Exam, lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes.   

This will count as 50% of the total A2 and 

25% of the total A level marks. 

This written paper requires candidates to 

answer three short questions from a choice of 

five, and one essay question from a choice of 

three. 

Unit 2: Governing the UK 

Exam, lasting 1 hour 20 minutes. 

This will count as 50% of the total AS marks 

and 25% of the total A level marks. 

This written paper requires candidates to 

answer one three-part source question and one 

essay question.  In each case, there is a choice 

of two questions. 

Unit 4: Other Ideological Traditions 
Exam, lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. 

This will count as 50% of the total A2 and 

25% of the total A level marks. 

This written paper requires candidates to 

answer three short questions from a choice of 

give, and one essay question from a choice of 

three. 
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CUS AS and A2 Health and Social Care Single Award and Double 

Award - OCR H103 H303 H503 H703 

Further Education or potential career outcomes 

Health and Social care is designed to prepare students for a wide variety of higher education 

courses which lead to careers in the health or social care services. In the past successful 

students have progressed to study Nursing, Midewifery, Speech and Lanuage therapy, 

Occupational Therapy, Radiography, Psychology, Primary Teaching, Early years and 

Education, Social Work, Complementary Therapy, Nutrition and Health Studies.  

 

Course Content 

The aims of this course are to encourage students to: 

¶ develop and sustain an interest in health, early-years care and education, social care and 

issues affecting the care sector; 

¶ acquire knowledge and understanding of health, early-years care and education and issues 

affecting the health and social care sector; 

¶ develop skills that will enable them to make an effective contribution to the care sector 

including skills of research, evaluation and problem-solving in a work related context; 

¶ apply knowledge, understanding and skills; 

¶ prepare for further study and training. 

The content at AS will focus on the needs of clients and the techniques and professional services 

aimed at meeting those needs.  Candidates are to be assessed in the following key areas of study: 

¶ rights, responsibilities and values 

¶ communication in care settings 

¶ health and well-being 

The content at A2 will develop AS content through addressing the factors affecting, and issues 

involved in, service delivery.  Candidates are to be assessed in the following key areas of study: 

¶ service provision and practitioner roles 

¶ understanding human behaviour and development 

¶ the ability to draw together aspects of these areas in a variety of contexts. 

Work Placement  

In order to complete the portfolio work for units 2, 4, 6, and 8 regular experience in a suitable work 

placement is an essential requirement. Students will need to be able to arrange travel to these 

placements on a regular  basis for at least one half day per week for a minimum of ten weeks. 

Teaching and Learning  

There is an expectation that students studying health and social care will develop professional 

skills. In particular this means working cooperatively, proactively and sensibly with other 

people. This includes other students, staff and other adults. Students will need to have the 

potential to develop high level communication and interpersonal skills. The course is taught with 

a student centred approach. It develops students‟ knowledge and understanding by using case 

study, observation, interactive activity, analysis and problem solving. Students are encouraged to 

carry out a number of practical tasks. This course is supported by a range of practitioners who 

visit us to make presentations, provide advice and give of their expertise.  
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Entry Requirements 
Success depends on a number of factors and we welcome students with a wide variety of prior 

qualifications.  However students without English and Mathematics at GCSE Grade C or above 

may find progression on to further education courses linked to the care sector extremely difficult.  

Attainment of a B grade in English/History/RS/Child Development is recommended. 

 

Assessment 
 
 Award AS  Unit Title  

Year 12 Single + 

Double 
1 Promoting Quality Care Exam  

Single + 

Double 
2 Communication in Care Settings Portfolio  based 

On work 

placement  
Single + 

Double 
3 Promoting Good Health Portfolio 

Year 12 Double 4 Health and Safety in Care Settings Exam 
Double 6 Working in Early Years Care and 

Education 
Portfolio based 

on Work 

placement 
Double 8 Complementary Therapies Portfolio 

 
 
 
Assessment A2 

 

 

Year 13 

Single + 

Double 

award 

Unit 10 Care Practice and Provision Portfolio 

Single + 

Double 

award 

Unit 11 Understanding Human 

Behaviour 

Exam 

Single + 

Double  

Unit 14 Mental Health Issues Portfolio 

 

Year 13 

Double Unit 13 Child development Portfolio 

Double Unit 12 Anatomy and Physiology in  

Practice 

Exam 

Double Unit 16 Research Perspectives Portfolio 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level History  

AQA 1041 2041 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

More than most other subjects history can claim to give both social and academic benefits. 

History enjoys a very high status with employers and universities.  Careers in archaeology, 

research, law, teaching, journalism are always possibilities. 

Course content 

History is about those individuals of the past who shaped our present. The course at County 

concerns a range of 15
th

 and 16
th

 century characters from Henry VIII to Martin Luther, who 

changed the face of Europe in their own time and in ours. In exploring these people, students are 

encouraged to interpret, analyse and discriminate in the use of evidence from the past and to 

present arguments in a logical and concise manner. As well as the taught components, 20% of 

the A2 will involve a personal study on a historical topic of interest to the student.  

Students who wish to study history will require at least a grade „B‟ in English. Any student who 

has not studied history GCSE will need to consult the head of department before opting to study 

history in year 12. 

Teaching and learning styles 

Lessons will involve óhands onô experience of original source material, discussion, debate, note-

taking, essay writing, video, research using multi-media and the Internet, role play and field 

visits to museums and historical sites. In the past this has included visiting the tower of London 

and also spending a long weekend in Granada in Southern Spain. 

Assessment 

Unit   %AS %A 

1 AS Written exam with essay-based 

based questions. EUROPEAN 

1 hour 15 mins 

June Year 12 

50 25 

2 AS Written exam with both essay-

based and source based 

questions. 

ENGLISH 

1 hour 30 mins 

June Year 12 

50 25 

3 A2 Written exam with both essay-

based and source based 

questions. ENGLISH 

1 hours 30 mins 

June Year 13 

- 30 

4 A2 Course work – Personal study Year 13 - 20 
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CUS OCR National Level 3 in ICT 
 
Entry Requirements 

Merit or higher in OCR National Level 2, Grade „B‟ or higher in GCSE ICT 

 

Course outline 

This is an applied advanced course with 100% coursework.  It is a full A2 course and has to be 

taken for both years of the sixth form.  Individual unit accreditation is possible, but it is not 

possible to claim an A/S at the end of year 12. 
 

The OCR Nationals in ICT Level 3 offer students a more in-depth look at ICT in the modern 

workplace, and give an insight into its role in specialist careers. This qualification provides 

ongoing learning and assessment of the practical skills and knowledge required to succeed in 

ICT-related careers. 

¶ In the National Certificate students take mandatory units 1 to 4, plus two optional units. 

¶ All units are internally assessed in school, and then externally moderated by an OCR 

Visiting Moderator. There are no external tests or exams, and ongoing assessments and 

moderations take place throughout the course. 

¶ Students will achieve Pass, Merit or Distinction. Distinction attracts the equivalent of a 

grade „A‟ in UCAS points, Merit a grade „C‟ and Pass a grade „E‟.  Intermediate grades „D‟ 

and „B‟ are awarded where the evidence is sufficient. 

 

Mandatory units 

Unit 1 ï Digital Business Communication 

Students develop a thorough knowledge and understanding of communication in a business 

context, and learn how to use ICT in effective business communications.   

Unit 2 ï Collaborative Working 

Students will gain a thorough knowledge and understanding of collaboration as an essential skill 

in working towards a final product in ICT related projects.  

Unit 3 ï Problem Solving 

Students develop skills and knowledge which enable them to use various techniques to analyse 

and interpret numerical data.  

Unit 4 ï Creating a Digital Showcase 

This unit teaches the skills required to develop an interactive media product to showcase an 

event or situation. 

 

Optional Units (two from ..) 

Unit 5  Advanced Spreadsheets 

Unit 7  Desktop Publishing 

Unit 9 Work Experience in ICT 

Unit 10 Digital Imaging Photography 

Unit 11 Digital Video 

Unit 12 Digital Audio 

Unit 13 Music Technology 

Unit 14 Cartooning and Animation 

Unit 15 Art and Animation for Computer 

Games 
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CUS GCSE/AS Level Japanese 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

Japanese can be studied as a single subject honours degree or as part of a degree in some other subject. 

Many universities and colleges now have language centres where a language can be continued from the 

level already achieved and further attainment then contributes to the final degree. Employment prospects 

for those with nearly fluent Japanese are good; attainment of near fluency usually requires time spent in 

Japan and this is becoming increasingly easy to arrange through the JET scheme or by other means. 

Course content 

There will be two courses in Japanese starting in September 2010. 

 

The first is a two year course leading to Edexcel AS Japanese in May 2012. The method of assessment is 

one written paper which tests vocabulary, grammar, and essay writing and the course will be designed to 

teach the reading and writing skills necessary for success. Listening and speaking skills will also be taught 

but to a lesser extent; there will be opportunities for students to visit Japan in October 2010 and October 

2011 to practise the spoken language. It is assumed that students starting this course will have GCSE 

Japanese Grade C or equivalent. 

 

The second is a course for complete or near beginners leading to GCSE; this can be completed over one or 

two years depending on students‟ individual timetables. The course covers all four skills and is assessed 

by four papers all taken at the end of the course.  A short course, testing only two skill areas, will also be 

available. 

 

Teaching and learning styles 

Target language teaching will be used for most of the course but explanations of grammar etc. not 

adequately covered in the text books will be given in English as will exemplification of some cultural 

points. Students will be encouraged to communicate in the target language whenever possible. Vocabulary 

learning and writing exercises will be set for homework. 

 

Additional note 

The scheme given above pre-supposes that students have been taking the lunch time classes for at least 

two years. Students who come to County Upper in the Sixth Form will be offered special catch-up 

arrangements where necessary. 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level Mathematics   

OCR(MEI) 
 

Further educational or potential career outcomes. 
With a good qualification in mathematics you will have an unlimited choice of 

careers. Research has shown that those students who studied A level mathematics 

can earn on average up to 10 % more than those in equivalent jobs, who studied 

other subjects. 

 

Mathematics can provide students with the analytical and problem solving skills which universities look for 

in their undergraduates.  The core course elements are particularly useful for students hoping to study 

science, engineering or business studies with the applied units such as statistics being helpful for biology 

and geography. 

 

Course Content 
It is assumed that pupils have studied the Higher mathematics tier at GCSE.     

The AS course is split between the core content (C1, C2) and one applied module taken from statistics, 

mechanics or decision mathematics. 

The A level course is then a continuation of this including extended core content (C3, C4) and one further 

applied unit again taken from statistics, mechanics and decision mathematics. 

The core units (C1-C4) include the pure content of the course with topics such as algebra, geometry, 

trigonometry, sequences and series and calculus.  These topics are intended to extend pupils range of 

mathematical skills.   

Applied units are covered to develop an awareness of the relevance of mathematics to other fields of study.  

Statistics will include analysis and interpretation of data and probability distributions.  Mechanics will 

include Newton‟s Laws, force diagrams, momentum, projectiles and use of vectors.  Decision mathematics 

covers work on networks, algorithms and linear programming. 

 

Teaching and learning styles. 
Most of the course content is delivered and learnt through exposition by the teacher, followed by note taking and 

worked exercises.  However, a wide variety of styles are used to develop understanding including class discussion, 

investigations, practical work, presentations and group work.  Students will experience a range of IT applications, 

including the use of computers and graphical calculators. 

Students need to be mature, self-disciplined, independent workers.  The ability to meet deadlines is crucial. 
 

Assessment 

Unit    Time Exam AS 

% 

A   

% 

Core 1 AS C1 Non 

calculator 

Exam 1hour 30 mins Jan Yr 12 33⅓ 16⅔ 

Core 2 AS C2 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 12 33⅓ 16⅔ 

Core 3 A2 C3 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jan Yr 13  
16⅔ 

    Coursework   

Core 4 A2 C4 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 13  
16⅔ 

   Calculator Comprehension 1 hour   

Mechanics AS M1 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins    

Decision AS D1 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 12 33⅓ 16⅔ 

Statistics AS S1 Calculator Exam 1 hour 30 mins Jun Yr 13  16⅔ 



 31 

  

CUS GCE AS and A Level Media Studies 

AQA 
 

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

Students can proceed to a degree or further education course in media studies, film studies, journalism 

and the A level is also a supporting subject for many arts related courses. There are career possibilities in 

all aspects of the media. 

 

Course Content 

At AS level, the course explores cross-media topic areas such as documentary, music and news across the 

three media platforms of broadcasting, e-media and print. The course develops the ability to read texts 

with understanding, apply theory and explores the „key concepts‟ within the media. To complete the A 

level, examination is made of two topic areas and a critical investigation is undertaken. 

 

Teaching and Learning styles    

Students will respond to stimulus material in three ways: 

 

Written: including research portfolios, case studies, critical analysis and evaluative reports. 

 

Practical: including broadcasting, promotional material, print and website construction. 

 

Oral: through seminar discussion, presentation of research and case studies undertaken both 

individually and as part of a group. 

 

Assessment 

 

Unit    % AS % A 

1 (MEST1) AS Written examination 

Investigating Media 

1 hr 30 mins 

Taken in June of 

year 12 

50 25 

2 (MEST2) AS Coursework 

Creating Media 

Submitted 50 25 

3 (MEST3) A2 Written examination 

Media: Critical 

Perspectives 

1 hr 30 mins 

Taken in June of 

year 13 

 25 

4 (MEST4) A2 Coursework 

Media: Research and 

Production 

Submitted  25 
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GCE Music - Edexcel 
Available at AS and A2 

 

Performing 

The Performing part of the course provides students with opportunities to perform as a soloist and/or in ensembles. 

Teachers and students are free to choose music in any style. Any instrument(s) and/or voice(s) are acceptable as part 

of a 5-6 minute assessed performance (AS), and 12 minute performance (A2). Notated and/or improvised 

performances may be submitted. 

Composing 

At AS and A2, students are expected to complete composition coursework. At AS, students are expected to create a 

three-minute piece to a chosen brief. Students also write a CD sleeve note to describe aspects of their final 

composition and explain how other pieces of music have influenced it. At A2, the Composition unit has two 

sections: Composition and Technical Study.  The Composition section further develops students‟ composition 
skills, leading to the creation of a final three-minute piece to a chosen brief.  The Technical Study section builds on 

the knowledge and awareness of harmony gained in Unit 3 through the medium of pastiche studies. 

Musical Understanding 
These units concentrate on listening to music, familiar and unfamiliar, and understanding 

how it works. 

Set works from the anthology, provide the focus for most of the units.  

Students will also listen to a wide range of unfamiliar music related to areas of study. They will learn how to 

compare and contrast pairs of excerpts, contextualise music, and identify harmonic and tonal features. 

Course Entry Requirements: It is expected, although not essential, that students considering the GCE Music 

course should have Music at GCSE to at least Grade B standard. In order to access the highest grades at AS level, 

students will need to be able to perform to Grade 6 (or equivalent) on one instrument or voice, by the May of the 

course year.   

Unit 

Number 

Unit Title Level Method of 

Assessment 

Availability First 

Assessment 

AS/A2 

Weighting 

GCE 

Weighting 

Unit 1 Performing AS Internal June June 2009 30% of AS 15% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 2 Composing AS External June June 2009 30% of AS 15% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 3 Developing 

Musical 

Understanding 

AS External June June 2009 40% of A2 20% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 4 Extended 

Performance 

A2 Internal June June 2010 30% of AS 15% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 5 Composition & 

Technical Study 

A2 External June June 2010 30% of A2 15% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 6 Further Musical 

Understanding 

A2 External June June 2010 40% of A2 20% of 

Advanced 

GCE 
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GCE Music Technology - Edexcel 

Available at AS and A2 

 

Unit 

Number 

Unit Title Level Method of 

Assessment 

Availability First 

Assessment 

AS/A2 

Weighting 

GCE 

Weighting 

Unit 1 Music 

Technology 

Portfolio 1 

AS Externally 

assessed 

portfolio 

June June 2009 70% of AS 35% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 2 Listening & 

Analysing 

AS External June June 2009 30% of AS 15% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 3 Music 

Technology 

Portfolio 2 

A2 Externally 

assessed 

portfolio 

June June 2010 60% of A2 30% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

Unit 4 Analysing & 

Producing 

A2 External June June 2010 40% of AS 20% of 

Advanced 

GCE 

 
Music Technology Portfolios 

For both Portfolios 1 & 2, students will produce an audio CD containing three tracks of work. They will also 

present a logbook. At AS, the Portfolio comprises of a Sequenced Realised Performance, a Multi-track Recording 

and a Creative Sequenced Arrangement. The Sequenced Realised Performance will be based on a recording of a 

piece of music specified by Edexcel. For the Multi-track Recording, students will record a piece of their own choice 

from Area of Study 2: Popular Music Styles since 1910, lasting between two and four minutes. Recordings must 

have between eight and twelve live tracks. The Creative Sequenced Arrangement will be based on one of two 

prescribed stimuli supplied by Edexcel. 

At A2, the Portfolio comprises of a Sequenced Integrated Performance, a Multi-track Performance and a 

Composition. The Sequenced Integrated Performance will be based on a 

recording of a piece of music selected from a choice of two specified by Edexcel. For the Multi-track Performance, 

Students will select one recording topic from a choice of two. 

Students will record a piece lasting between three and five minutes. Recordings must have between 12 and 24 live 

tracks. The Composition task will be based on one of three prescribed briefs set by Edexcel. Students will compose 

a piece lasting between three and four minutes as specified in their chosen brief. 

 

Listening, Analysing & Producing  

At AS, students will sit a 1 hour 45 minute listening exam to test their aural perception, and their wider 

understanding and knowledge of specific styles of music. The style of questions will range from multiple choice 

questions to short answer questions, to questions requiring a few sentences of continuous prose. First and foremost 

the questions will assess knowledge of Area of Study 2: Popular Music Styles since 1910, but understanding of 

Area of Study 1: The Principles and Practice of Music Technology is also required.   At A2, this assessment will 

take the form of a two-hour examination. The first section of the exam will test students‟ musical understanding, 

their ability to manipulate and correct recorded music and their ability to write commentaries on technological 

processes. The second section will be a practical test involving the production of a balanced stereo mix. 

 

Course Entry Requirements: It is expected, although not essential, that students considering the GCE Music 

course should have Music and/or ICT at GCSE to at least Grade B standard. It is also recommended that students 

taking this course should be able to play an instrument/sing to at least Grade 4 level.  
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GCE AS and A2 Physical Education 
OCR  H154 H554 
Further educational or potential career outcomes 

Physical education combines with a range of Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced GCE subjects. It is a very well 

recognised qualification which supports applications for a wide range of university courses for example sport and 

exercise sciences, physiotherapy, sports management, recreation and leisure studies.  Further new and exciting courses 

related to sport throughout higher education continue to be developed as it is an innovative and fast growing field of 

study. 

 

Course Content 

The Physical Education specification is taught over 4 units combining 50% coursework and 50% written exams.  The 

course enables students to develop knowledge, understanding, skills and application for physical education and sport.  

Students will have the chance to take on the roles of „performer‟, „leader‟ or official at AS, before focusing on one of 

these roles at A2.  The OCR specification aims to: 

¶ Encourage candidates to become increasingly physically competent, 

¶ Enable candidates to maintain and develop their involvement and effectiveness in physical activity, 

¶ Enable candidates to be informed and discerning decision-makers who understand how to be involved 

 in physical activity. 
In addition to this, students will learn about the skeletal and muscular systems, motion and movement, the cardio-

respiratory systems in relation to the performance, classifications of motor skills and abilities, information processing, 

motor control of skills in physical activity, sport and culture and contemporary sporting issues. 

Teaching and Learning Styles 

The course has a substantial theoretical element that requires formal teaching to support the development and 

understanding of difficult scientific concepts.  Students will be expected to take part in discussions, practical work to 

support theory, student presentations, and research tasks.  Tests will be set regularly to monitor progress and develop 

exam technique.  Students will also be expected to be actively involved in sport both in and outside of school. 

Assessment 

Unit Title Assessment %AS %A2 

AS 

G

4

5

1 

An introduction to 

Physical Education 

Three sections with one question in 

each section.  All questions are 

compulsory. 

Externally set and 

assessed. 2 Hour 

written exam paper. 90 

marks. 

60 30 

AS 

G

4

5

2 

Acquiring, developing 

and evaluating practical 

skills in Physical 

Education 

Candidates are assessed in two 

chosen activities from two different 

activity profiles and in response to a 

live performance. 

Externally set, 

internally assessed and 

externally moderated.             

Practical 80 marks. 

40 20 

A2 

G

4

5

3 

Principles and concepts 

across different areas of 

Physical Education 

This question paper has two sections.  

Candidates must answer three 

questions, at least one of which must 

be from section A. 

Externally set and 

assessed. 2.5 Hour 

paper 105 marks. 

 35 

A2 

G

4

5

4 

The improvement of 

effective performance 

and the critical evaluation 

of practical activities in 

Physical Education 

Candidates are assessed in one chosen 

activity and in response to a live 

performance. 

Externally set, 

internally assessed and 

externally moderated.  

Practical 60 marks. 

 15 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level Physics (Salters Horners)  

Edexcel 8PHO1  9PH01 

Further educational or potential career outcomes  

Students of physics can choose from the complete range of scientific careers and are particularly suited 

for all branches of engineering, manufacturing and industrial research and development. In addition they 

are also highly valued by employers in a variety of other disciplines, either straight from school or after 

following a course from the huge range available in higher education .Physics graduates are also 

employed in the óCityô because of their modeling and problem solving skills.  

Course content 

In the AS the first two units cover the physics of six different areas in modern life from „The Sound of 

Music‟ to „Spare Parts Surgery‟ and from „Digging up the Past‟ to „Technology in Space‟. The theory is 

an extension of the areas covered at GCSE including electricity and magnetism, mechanics, waves and 

modern physics, and also introduces new areas including quantum physics. The coursework element 

involves a case study and related practical investigation to explore a modern application of Physics. 

In A2 the underlying principles developed in AS will be extended into further studies of the key areas of 

physics. Applications studied include: transport; communications; particle physics and cosmology. The 

coursework consists of assessment of higher level practical skills. 

Each of the four content based units will be assessed by written examination with short answer and 

multiple choice questions set in the context of the unit. 

Practical skills and aspects of scientific technique will be internally assessed 

Teaching and learning styles 

The emphasis throughout the course will be on the applications of physics and putting into context the 

theory that is covered. Practical and theoretical assignments are based around the particular application of 

each module. Students will take responsibility for their own progress through each module of work and, 

particularly in coursework elements, will generate their own ideas and working practices. 

Assessment Overview 

Unit Unit Title Method of 

Assessment 

AS/A2 

weighting 

GCE weighting 

1 AS Physics to Go External 40% of AS 20% of Advanced GCE 

2 AS Physics at Work External 40% of AS 20% of Advanced GCE 

3 AS Exploring Physics Internal 20% of AS 10% of Advanced GCE 

4 A2 Physics on the Move External 40% of A2 20% of Advanced GCE 

5 A2 Physics from Creation 

to Collapse 

External 40% of A2 20% of Advanced GCE 

6 A2 Experimental Physics Internal 20% of A2 10% of Advanced GCE 
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CUS GCE AS and A Level Product Design 
AQA Product Design (3D Design) 2550 

Further educational or potential career opportunities 

This course is appropriate for students who; are interested in the development and design of products, 

going on to higher education or into immediate job opportunities. Careers include all forms of 

engineering, advertising, architecture, all forms of industrial design, teaching and many others. 

Teaching and learning styles 

Throughout Years 12 and 13 students are encouraged to develop independent study skills through research 

and investigation. Students will also learn a variety of graphical, modelling and manufacturing skills that 

can be utilised throughout the design driven course. Short units are used throughout Year 12 to build the 

students‟ understanding of a balanced design process. Work will range from written assignments, intense 

design and make tasks, group presentations through to design folder and manufacturing work. 

 

Course Content 

This course allows students to progress from GCSE Resistant Materials, Graphic or Electronic Products 

and focuses on: 

¶ encourage candidates to take a broad view of design and technology  

¶ develop candidates' capacity to design and make products and to appreciate the complex relations 

between design, materials, manufacture and marketing 

At AS level candidates should develop an understanding of a broad range of materials, with emphasis on 

the life cycle of products, manufacture and final disposal. This specification also considers the broader 

issues for the designer including the environmental sustainability of products and consumer safety.  

At A2, the specification offers candidates the opportunity to further develop the knowledge and practical 

skills from AS. Candidates will continue to develop a body of coursework alongside an understanding of 

the processes and procedures of commercial production and manufacture. 

 

Assessment 

Unit   %AS %A2 

PROD1 AS Materials, components and 

application. 

50 25 

PROD2 AS Learning through designing and 

making. 

50 25 

PROD3 A2 Design and manufacture. - 25 

PROD3 A2 Designing and making practice. - 25 
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OCR Religious Studies 
 

Potential Career or Further Educational Outcomes 

Religious Studies is accepted as an academic qualification when applying for jobs or further and higher 

education places.  It is an important qualification for any job that involves working with people.  It offers 

a sound basis for a degree in the Humanities or Social Sciences, eg Law, Medicine, Philosophy, 

Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology, Theology 
 

COURSE DURATION AND ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

This is a one or two year course, AS in Year 12, moving to A2 in Year 13. Religious Studies B grade at GCSE is required to 

undertake this course.  No commitment to any of the Christian Churches is presupposed or required by the syllabus. 
 

 

TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLES 
 

A willingness to explore ideas with an open mind and the ability to read round topics is useful. 

Candidates are encouraged to identify basic questions of ethics and philosophy.  A lively interest in ideas and problems is the 

best starting point. A Course book is given out but wider reading is expected. 
 

 

COURSE CONTENT 
 

There will be Two Units at AS, they are externally assessed and either form an AS qualification or form 50% of the 

corresponding four-unit Advanced GCE.  
 

AS Units 
Unit G571: AS Philosophy of Religion 

Å Ancient Greek influences on philosophy of religion; 

Å Judaeo-Christian influences on philosophy of religion; 

Å Traditional arguments for the existence of God; 

Å Challenges to religious belief from psychology and the problem of evil 

Å Religion and science 
 

Unit G572: AS Religious Ethics 

Å Ethical theories; Å Natural Law; Kantian Ethics; Utilitarianism; Religious Ethics 

Å Applied ethics topics: Abortion; the right to a child; Euthanasia; Genetic engineering; War and  peace 
 

To continue to Advanced GCE there will be two more Units 

These A2 units are also externally assessed. 
 

A2 Units 
Unit G581: A2 Philosophy of Religion 

Å Religious language; 

Å Experience and religion; 

Å Nature of God; 

Å Life and death; 

Å Miracle. 
 

Unit G582: A2 Religious Ethics 

Å Meta-ethics; 

Å Free will and determinism; 

Å Conscience; 

Å Virtue ethics; 

Å Applied ethics topics: environmental and business ethics; sexual ethics 



 38 

CUS GCE AS and A Level Sociology 

AQA 5191  6191 
  

Further educational or potential career outcomes 

Sociology students are well prepared for a wide range of further educational and career 

options due to the diversity of learning built into the course.  Many further education courses 

value the research methods taught as well as the insight into social behaviour.  The broad 

range of career paths, including management, marketing, the media, social work and 

teaching, make sociology a good choice for those who want to keep their options open. 

 

Course content 

Sociology explores human behaviour within contemporary society and looks at the beliefs and values that 

influence individuals and groups.  During the course students study basic sociological theory and theorists, 

look at the research methods employed by sociologists and focus on various topics of interest to 

sociologists. These include social inequalities, education, the family, crime and deviance and beliefs in 

society. 

 

Teaching and learning styles 

Sociology requires students to undertake extensive study of a variety of written texts including specialist 

magazines and articles, text books and current media issues.  Lessons encourage discussion based on both 

prepared topics and the understanding or analysis of sociological evidence.  The ability to construct 

extended written arguments on specific issues is an essential skill. 

 

Assessment 

Units 1 and 2 make up the AS examination and are completed at the end of Year 12. Units 3 and 4 

complete the full A level and are completed at the end of Year 13. 

 

Unit Level Topic and Assessment %AS %A 

1 AS Families and Households 

Exam (1 hour) 

One five part data response question 

40 20 

2 AS Education and Sociological Methods 

Exam (2 hours) 

One four part data response question 

One question on sociological research methods in education 

One four part question on general sociological research methods 

60 30 

3 A2 Beliefs in Society 

Exam (1 hour 30 minutes) 

One compulsory 2/3 part question 

One essay question from choice of two 

- 20 

4 A2 Crime and Deviance plus Theory and Methods 

Exam (2 hours) 

One two part question on crime and deviance 

One two part question on sociological research methods in crime and 

deviance 

One essay question on sociological theory and methods 

- 30 
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CUS GCE AS and A2 Travel and Tourism   

AQA 8651 8656 

Further Education and Potential Career Options 

This AS/A2 course has been developed to carry forward and enhance the vocational emphasis of the 

previous VCE course. It is an ideal qualification for those students who want a broad background in the 

travel and tourism industry that will allow them to progress to further or higher education, training or 

employment. It is a valuable preparation for careers in areas such as travel advice, resort representation, 

management, customer service and conference planning. 

Entry Requirements: Please note that students who wish to study at AS Level, do not necessarily need to 

have previously studied BTEC Travel and Tourism 

Course Content  

AS content includes the nature of the travel industry, recent changes, the different sectors, principles of 

customer service, training and product knowledge and the range of tourist destinations in Europe and 

North America. A2 content includes a project that is planned and implemented by the students, consumer 

issues and current issues affecting the industry such as the global terrorism threat. 

Teaching and Learning Styles 

A wide range of teaching and learning styles are employed including the extensive use of IT. 

Presentations by groups and individuals will be important and individual research is vital. Formal teaching 

and note taking will also be used. In year 13 students will organise and implement their own projects that 

in the past have included trips to Paris, Berlin, Centre Parcs, and the Isle of Lewis. 

Assessment 

 

 

AS 

 

 

Year 12 

Unit 1 Inside Travel and Tourism 2hr Exam 

Unit 2 Travel and Tourism – A 

people industry 

Portfolio 

Unit 3 Travel Destinations Portfolio 

 

 

A2 

 

 

Year 13 

Unit 8 Travel and Tourism Project Portfolio 

Unit 9 Travel and Tourism People 

and Quality 

6hr assignment 

under controlled 

conditions 

Unit 10 Current Issues in Travel and 

Tourism 

Portfolio 
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Column 5 subjects 

General Studies GCE AS and A2 Edexcel 8GS01 + 9GS02  

The new specification in General Studies encourages students to debate, to enquire and to test 

assumptions.  Based on an investigation into culture, science and society, these three key areas of the 

contemporary world are integrated into a four-unit structure with overlapping themes.  The themes are 

presented as questions and issues to explore through debate and research. 

This qualification is excellent preparation for both employment and higher education, where a range of 

problems and conflicting perspectives has to be considered and reconciled.  Through this process, students 

will develop highly-valued study and communication skills. 

General Studies offers students the chance to gain a broader picture of the world and to connect ideas and 

information from different disciplines. 

Unit 1 Challenges for society 

Explores the challenges facing society, whether they be scientific, technological or moral.  It looks at 

scientists and their role in attempting to provide solutions to human problems and examines the inter-

relationship between science, politics and belief systems in the development of a humane society. 

 

Unit 2 The Individual in Society 
Explores the role of the individual in society and ask what influences behaviour and where values and 

opinions come from.  It explores issues as diverse as social and genetic factors, the media, the arts and 

electoral systems.  Students are asked to consider such issues as “nature versus nurture” and social change, 

as well as responsibilities within society. 

 

Unit 3 Change and Progress 
Encourages students to consider the nature of change and progress in different fields of human experience.  

Students will examine how new ideas arise in three major areas – art, science and technology – and 

consider the ethical implications of change in, for example, medical advances. 

 

Unit 4 Beliefs Values and Responsibilities 
Explores values and beliefs that societies develop to guide behaviour.  It explores why people hold or 

disregard beliefs and how these impact on society.  It also looks at ways moral decisions are made and 

their relationship to contemporary issues, such as crime and punishment. 

 

Assessment 

AS Year 12 Unit 1 Challenges for Society Exam 1hr 30mins 

  Unit 2 The Individual in Society Exam 1hr 30 mins 

A2 Year 13 Unit 3 Change and Progress Exam 1hr 30 mins 

  Unit 4 Beliefs, Values and Responsibilities Exam 1hr 30 mins 
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Italian for Beginners 
 

OCR Entry Level Certificate in Business Language Competence 
 

 

This course is presently open to Year 12 students following the SEEE course and to other interested 

students in Years 12 and 13 wishing to enrich their studies. 

 

To meet the examination requirements we study four modules:  

 

¶ Dealing with visitors to the company;  

¶ Arriving at an hotel; 

¶ Dealing with directions and signs;  

¶ Travelling on business.  

 

The aim of the course is to develop students‟ confidence in communication skills, develop their abilities to 

understand spoken Italian and to speak in Italian using some vocational and general vocabulary.   The 

exam consists of one role-play situation per module which involves speaking, listening and understanding 

and understanding signs and notices.   No writing is involved in this course nor any extensive reading.   If 

students are only able to attend one of the two lessons per week we are able to be flexible about this and 

the examination is not compulsory.  This qualification can lead to higher levels or would act as a good 

spring board for those wishing to undertake further studies in Italian at, for example, GCSE level. 
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Critical Thinking  AS OCR H052   

 
 

Critical thinking occupies two lessons per week of teaching time. In addition students will be expected to 

complete a set task each week. Some ability to work independently is demanded.  Critical thinking is 

proving popular with students and admissions tutors for university courses since it develops the ability to 

interpret, analyse and evaluate ideas and arguments and can support thinking skills in all subject areas, 

from arts and humanities to sciences. Skills developed through the study of Critical thinking act as 

excellent preparation for both students wishing to progress onto Higher education and those entering the 

work environment. 

Critical Thinking is different to other subjects at AS/Advanced GCE. Rather than facts, candidates learn to 

analyse and evaluate ideas and arguments, and how to construct clear, logical and coherent lines of 

reasoning. 

Critical Thinking is a suitable option alongside any combination of A Levels or vocational qualifications 

and is already being used across the whole spectrum of students. This course develops skills that are 

useful to study of other subject areas and also important for success in Higher Education.  It is particularly 

relevant for students who intend to sit assessment tests for entry to Law and Medicine as the questions set 

have similar elements. 

This course is assessed through examinations.  The first unit is set in January and the second in June. 

 

AS Level  Assessment 

Unit 1 Introduction to Critical thinking 

¶ The language of reasoning 

¶ Credibility of evidence 

1hr 30 mins written exam 

January 

Unit  2  Assessing and Developing Argument 

¶ Analysis of Argument 

¶ Evaluating Argument 

¶ Developing own reasoned arguments 

1hr 30 mins written exam 

May/June 
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Level 2/3 Award in Community Sports Leadership 
 

Sports Leaders UK 
 

The Level 2 Award in Community Sports Leadership is a qualification for people aged 16 and upwards, 

who wish to deliver sporting activities within their communities. It is a nationally recognised qualification, 

sitting at Level 2 on the National Qualifications Framework. The qualification provides the key skills 

required to plan and deliver community sports activities, and candidates must complete a minimum of 10 

hours‟ sports leadership within their local community in order to qualify. 

 

The course provides many opportunities for learning and development. As a vocationally-related 

qualification (VRQ), it focuses on the application of knowledge, rather than the accumulation of 

knowledge. There are various assessment methods, which all provide candidates with the opportunity to 

show they are capable of meeting the assessment criteria.  

 

Candidates will benefit from: 

¶ Learning to lead others 

¶ Increased confidence in leading groups 

¶ Enhanced self-esteem 

¶ Improved communication skills 

¶ Improved organisational skills 

¶ Experience as working as part of a team 

¶ Work experience – delivering sports sessions in the community 

¶ Further education or training opportunities in sport 

¶ A nationally recognised qualification at Level 2 

 

The syllabus for the qualification will take approximately 35 Guided Learning Hours to deliver and will 

consists of the following units: 

 

Unit 1 – Contribute to organising and delivering sports activity sessions 

Unit 2 – Establish and maintain a safe sporting activity 

Unit 3 – Understanding the structures of sport and recreation in the UK 

Unit 4 – Understanding and leading fitness sessions 

Unit 5 – Principles and practice in running sports events and competitions 

Unit 6 – Principles and practice in adapting sports activities 

Unit 7 – Select, plan and lead on an appropriate sporting activities 

Unit 8 – Demonstration of leadership 

 

The only course requirement is that the candidate is 16 or older. However, it will be advantageous if the 

candidate is a responsible, motivated and confident individual, who would also like to lead safe, 

purposeful and enjoyable sporting and recreational activities for small groups. 

 

 



 44 

 

The Basketball Academy 
 

County Upper School Basketball Academy will cater for 15 boys between the ages of 16 and 19 who 

show high levels of playing ability at basketball.  They will receive specialist coaching alongside a full 

academic programme in the school‟s sixth form. 

 

The Academy works alongside local National League clubs to enable students to play competitively in 

school and club competition.  In addition the Academy receives support from the Human Performance 

Centre at Anglia Ruskin University. 

 

The Academy Director, Darren Johnson, has coached teams in the Euroleague, the Northern European 

Basketball League, the British Basketball League the NCAA D1, NCAA D2 and NJCAA D2 in the United 

States.  He has also helped develop players who are currently playing at college in America and 

professionally in Europe and is currently the East of England Boys U17 Head Coach. 

 

How will students obtain a place? 
 

Selection will be based on both playing ability and academic achievement. Students will normally be 

playing at National League level and must have achieved the academic standards for entry into the sixth 

form.  Please direct any enquiries to the Academy Director at the school. 

 

Academy students will receive the following commitment from the 

school 
 

¶ Provision of a wide range of academic courses 

¶ A high quality coaching programme, run by an experienced coach 

¶ Personalised strength and conditioning programmes 

¶ An annual tour to either Europe or the USA 

¶ Support and advice on playing and educational options post 19 in Europe, the USA and the UK 

¶ Athlete education and lifestyle mentoring 

¶ Access to coaching and officiating courses 

¶ Support in all aspects of the development side of basketball 

 

What will be expected of the Academy students? 
 

¶ Commitment to their academic programme 

¶ Attendance at all practice sessions and games 

¶ Participation in National League basketball for a club within the East of England 

¶ Adherence to the schools codes of conduct 
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Sixth Form Staff/Student Contract 

All students agree to attend County Upper School Sixth Form on the following terms: 

The school aims: 

1. To provide appropriate academic courses, tuition and guidance. 

2. To provide additional courses and opportunities to extend the experiences, skills and awareness of 

the student. 

3. To provide pastoral care and counselling to enable students to derive full benefit from a period in 

the Sixth Form and progression along a worthwhile career path. 

4. To provide appropriate facilities for study.  

As a voluntary student at County Upper School the student agrees: 

1. To be bound by the values and standards of the school as expressed in rules and codes of conduct. 

2. To give priority to school work, completing assignments punctually and maintaining a regular 

programme of personal study. 

3. To be in regular and punctual attendance during normal school hours unless a satisfactory reason 

has been provided. 

4. To be in regular and punctual attendance at all lessons, meetings, assemblies and registrations 

which are required. 

5. To undertake responsibilities and duties which may be required of a senior student in the school. 

6. To be bound by the decision of the Sixth Form Council in matters relating to the use of communal 

facilities. 
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2008/2009 GCE A Level Examination Results 
 

 

Subject Entries A B C D E U 

Art & Design  14 10 3 1 0 0 0 

Biology 18 7 4 4 1 1 1 

Business 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Chemistry 12 3 5 3 0 1 0 

D & T Product Design 3 1 0 2 0 0 0 

Drama 5 0 3 2 0 0 0 

English Language & 

Literature 

12 7 2 2 1 0 0 

English Literature 15 4 8 2 1 0 0 

French 6 2 2 2 0 0 0 

General Studies 3 1 1 0 0 1 0 

Geography 12 4 6 2 0 0 0 

German 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 

Health & Social Care 7 0 2 3 2 0 0 

History 14 5 5 3 1 0 0 

Information Technology 5 0 0 2 3 0 0 

Japanese 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Mathematics Further 3 2 0 1 0 0 0 

Mathematics 17 9 5 2 1 0 0 

Media Studies 13 3 4 5 1 0 0 

Music 5 2 3 0 0 0 0 

Music Technology 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 

Physics 10 4 2 2 2 0 0 

Politics 4 1 1 2 0 0 0 

Religious Studies 3 0 2 0 1 0 0 

Science: Environmental 5 3 1 0 1 0 0 

Sociology 7 1 2 3 0 1 0 

Sport/PE Studies 8 4 0 2 2 0 0 

Travel & Tourism 4 0 1 2 1 0 0 

 

SUMMARY OF LEVEL 3 RESULTS 2008/9 
% Pass Rate % Entries at  

A 

% Entries at 

ABC 

Candidates Average 

Points (inc. AS results) 

Average Points per 

subject entry 

 

99.5 

 

 

36.2 

 

89.7 

 

804 

 

237 
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Higher Education Destinations 2009 
 

Carl Balaam Mathematics University of East Anglia 

Jack Barker Sports and Exercise Performance University of Essex 

Rain Beckles English and American Literature University of Kent 

Rebecca Bishop-Apsey Psychology University of Lincoln 

Daisy Bodewes Art Foundation Cambridge Regional College 

Andrew Boor History and Politics University of Sheffield 

Emily Boughton Politics University of Essex 

Laura Brocklebank Sport and Exercise Sciences University of Birmingham 

Ross Burwell Project Management for Construction University College London 

Daniel Clarke History University of East Anglia 

Oriana Cornejo Politics/Sociology Manchester Metropolitan University 

Luke Cornelius Psychology Bath Spa University 

Felicity Cox Linguistics University of Edinburgh 

Alice Dargan English and Media Studies University of Portsmouth 

Sean Dunnett Chemistry University of Sheffield 

Amy Fallows Psychology University of Sunderland 

Daniel Fletcher History University College London 

Sapphire Goodchild Criminal Justice & Criminology University of Leeds 

Christopher Goult Geography with Environmental Studies Southampton Solent University 

Sarah Greaves Animal Science University of Reading 

Alicia Hardy Zoology Anglia Ruskin University 

William Hardy Geography University of Sheffield 

Jack Harris Primary Education with QTS Sheffield Hallam University 

Benjamin Harrison Automotive Technology with Management University of Hertfordshire 

Catherine Harrison Music Gonville & Caius College, Cambridge 

Anneliese Hill Biology Durham University 

Emma Humfrey Psychology University of Central Lancashire 

James Thomas Mechanical Engineering with French University of Sheffield 

Simon Johns Financial Mathematics University of Kent 

Matthew King Philosophy Anglia Ruskin University 

Rebecca King English Goldsmiths‟ College,  

   University of London 

Jordan Lane Biochemistry and Genetics University of Nottingham 

Bryony Macintyre Graphic Design Covenant College, Georgia, USA 

Rebecca Moriarty Accounting and Finance Anglia Ruskin University 

Luke Nichols Philosophy Heythrop College,  

   University of London 

Nicholas OôLeary Physical Education and Youth Sport Sheffield Hallam University 

Tim Pakenham Economic History University of Edinburgh 

Catherine Pape Art Foundation Cambridge Regional College 

Christopher Parker Creative Writing University of Northampton 

Katy Pollard Drama and English Anglia Ruskin University 

Martha Rawlinson Architecture Emmanuel College, Cambridge 

Alexander Redfern Music Production Leeds College of Music 
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Benjamin Sainsbury Law University of York 

Philip Scott Psychology University of East Anglia 

Jack Showell History University of Bristol 

Gemma Smart Drama University of Lincoln 

Alexa Smit Biomedical Sciences Newcastle University 

Alex Smith Geography University of Derby 

Harrison Smith Architecture Nottingham Trent University 

Louise Smith Society, Culture and Media University of East Anglia 

Rachael Smith Paramedic Science Bournemouth University 

Robert Strachan History Exeter College, Oxford 

Oliver Swan Geography University College London 

Joji Tanaka Chemical Biology University of Warwick 

Alice Walton Geography University of Sheffield 

Zachary Ward Journalism University of Portsmouth 

Ben Warden Science and Engineering Foundation Studies Loughborough University 

Helen Waters Sport, Physical Education & Coaching Studies University of Birmingham 

Amy Watson English Royal Holloway, University of London 

Laura Webb Psychology Loughborough University 

Josh Whitlock Planning Studies Sheffield Hallam University 

Alexander Whyte Engineering Kings College, Cambridge 

Peter Wilcock Chemical Engineering Kings College, Cambridge 

Alex Winward Bioveterinary Science Harper Adams University College 

 

In addition, Billy Beddow, Alistair McCann and Austin Wright have gone to American Universities 

with basketball scholarships. 

 

The following students will take up their places in September 2010: 

 

Holly Brega Wildlife and Media University of Cumbria 

Abigail Clarke Drama Anglia Ruskin University 

Hannah Richardson Biological Sciences University College London 

 
 


